Use of a laparoscopic instrument to improve urethrovesical anastomosis quality during retropubic radical prostatectomy.
Urethrovesical or urethroileal anastomosis is a critical step during radical surgery to obtain good postoperative continence without restenosis of the lumen. A number of surgical maneuvers and technical devices have been proposed for safer reconstruction of the urethrovesical junction. We experimentally used a 25-charrier cystoscope sheath as a guide for exact placement of sutures on the urethral stump with an instrument designed to perform laparoscopic sutures. Among the advantages of this technique are easy and quick placement of the stitches, which can be placed to an exact depth and in the desired direction. We believe that future modifications of laparoscopic instruments will make oncologic pelvic surgery easier.